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PURPOSE: To decide a maturity degree from a softening degree of a united 
measure by deriving a strain quantity against stress which is set in advance 
from a stress - strain curve of an object to be measured and expressing the 
softness of the object to be measured as a softening degree by whether said 
quantity is large or small. 

CONSTITUTION: By a command of a driving part controller 6, a contact part 
2 provided on the tip of a plunger 1 is moved at a constant speed and pushed 
against an object to be measured F through a driving part 5 and a load con- 
verter 4. Subsequently, a strain quantity against a load of a prescribed range 
which is set in advance from a stress • strain curve of the object to be measured 
is counted by a personal computer operation processor 8, and its result is dis- 
played on a CRT 9. Also, its measured value is set as a softening degree for 
showing the softness. In such a way, by expressing objectively and quantitatively 
the softening degree of the object to be measured by a united measure, the 
measurement is executed simply and quickly and a maturity degree is decided 
without giving a damage to the object to be measured. 
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